Th.it day is a day of wrath. A
day of trouble and distress, A
day of uas.eness and desolation,
A day of trumpet and alarm
a^iiinss. i-Le fenced cities and
agiiast the high towers.
f, .v; /;.v PROPHETIC BOOKS
"TUB FES3ED CITIES AND TLIS E1IGH TOWERS"
*HE " prologue arm'd " to World W ;r II had been conspicuous for
some time, and India's national rnr^'ne.it conscious of the in-
evitable impingement of the international setup, had often
warned against the impending perl. The Haripura Congress
(1938) declared unequivocally that In-i;a \vould take no part in
Britain's imperialist war and would resist the employment of India's
man-power and resources. Our national movement, be it said for all
its faults and hesitancies, never for a moment stood aloof from the
world-wide struggle against the evil machinations of imperialist power
politics.
The second Imperialist War really began in 1931 with Japan's
attack on Manchuria, and spread with Italy's attack on Abyssinia and
with re armed Germany's aggressions in Europe. These three powers
stepped forth on the arena of world polities with a clamorous claim for
" living space" for their peoples and as zsalous crusaders against the
menace of Communism and revolution. The British and American
imperialists did not hate these rivals less, but they hated the Soviets
and all that they represented, a mighty lot more. So, as the world's
bosses, they played "the big and dangerous game" of nourishing
fascism and reaction, hoping frantically that the latter would not
smite the hand that fed them but would rather hurl themselves
against the Soviets and the rising forces of progress and freedom in
every country.
A world movement for a Peace Front and Collective Security
was the people's answer to the intrigues o! reaction, and India's con-
tribution to that movement, represented best of all in Jawaharlal
Nehru's splendid though often unclear work, was by no means a neg-
ligible quantity. The peace front, however, was disrupted before it
could be consolidated. It was betrayed by those who believed that
Chamberlain and Daladierlf non-intervened" in Spain in order to save
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